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Many a disguised Tory has lately shown his head, that shall

penitentially solemnize with curses the day on which Howe arrived

upon the Delaware.

1. 

observe or perform with dignity or gravity

Let them call me rebel and welcome, I feel no concern from it; but I

should suffer the misery of devils, were I to make a whore of my

soul by swearing allegiance to one whose character is that of a

sottish, stupid, stubborn, worthless, brutish man.

2. 

resembling a beast; showing lack of human sensibility

But their peculiar advantage is, that they are the touchstones of

sincerity and hypocrisy, and bring things and men to light, which

might otherwise have lain forever undiscovered.

3. 

a basis for comparison

The Crisis ( abridged), Dec. 23 1776 

Thomas Paine

4. 

shortened by condensing or rewriting

A peace which would be the immediate forerunner of a worse ruin

than any we have yet thought of.

5. 

something that precedes something or someone

6. 

solemnize

brutish

touchstone

abridged

forerunner

ravage
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Britain has trembled like an ague at the report of a French fleet of

flat-bottomed boats; and in the fourteenth [fifteenth] century the

whole English army, after ravaging the kingdom of France, was

driven back like men petrified with fear; and this brave exploit was

performed by a few broken forces collected and headed by a

woman, Joan of Arc.

cause extensive destruction or ruin utterly

Let them call me rebel and welcome, I feel no concern from it; but I

should suffer the misery of devils, were I to make a whore of my

soul by swearing allegiance to one whose character is that of a

sottish, stupid, stubborn, worthless, brutish man.

7. 

a chronic drinker

Britain has trembled like an ague at the report of a French fleet of

flat-bottomed boats; and in the fourteenth [fifteenth] century the

whole English army, after ravaging the kingdom of France, was

driven back like men petrified with fear; and this brave exploit was

performed by a few broken forces collected and headed by a

woman, Joan of Arc.

8. 

change into stone

Even the expression is impious; for so unlimited a power can

belong only to God.

9. 

lacking piety or reverence for a god

Whether the independence of the continent was declared too

soon, or delayed too long, I will not now enter into as an

argument… 

'Tis surprising to see how rapidly a panic will sometimes run

through a country.

10. 

one of the large landmasses of the earth

11. 

government in which the ruler is an absolute dictator

sot

petrify

impious

continent

tyranny
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Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this

consolation with us, that the harder the conflict, the more glorious

the triumph.

Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it

would be strange indeed if so celestial an article as FREEDOM

should not be highly rated.

12. 

relating to or inhabiting a divine heaven

There are persons, too, who see not the full extent of the evil which

threatens them; they solace themselves with hopes that the enemy,

if he succeed, will be merciful.

13. 

showing or giving forgiveness

“I recognize that I broke the law and that this caused great damage

to the party’s cause. I again admit my guilt and am penitent.” 

— Washington Post (Jun 10, 2015)

14. 

feeling or expressing remorse for misdeeds

celestial

merciful

penitent
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