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...union an exemption from […] broils and wars between

themselves[…] Hence, likewise, they will avoid the necessity of those

overgrown military establishments which, under any form of

government, are inauspicious to liberty, and which are to be

regarded as particularly hostile to republican liberty.

1. 

boding ill

It is justly 

so, for it is a main pillar in the edifice of your real independence, the

support of your 

tranquility at home, your peace abroad; of your safety; of your

prosperity; of that very liberty 

which you so highly prize.

2. 

an untroubled state, free from disturbances

How far in the discharge of my official duties I have been guided by

the principles which have 

been delineated, the public records and other evidences of my

conduct must witness to you 

and to the world.

3. 

represented accurately or precisely

But a solicitude for your welfare, which cannot end but with my

life, and the apprehension of danger, natural to that solicitude,

urge me, on an occasion like the present, to offer...

4. 

a feeling of excessive concern

5. 

inauspicious

tranquility

delineated

solicitude

attachment
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...infinite moment that you should properly estimate the immense

value of your national union to your collective and individual

happiness; that you should cherish a cordial, habitual, and

immovable attachment to it[,] watching for its preservation with

jealous anxiety[.]

the act of affixing something

[…] Antipathy in one nation against another disposes each more

readily to offer 

George Washington’s Farewell Address [Abridged] 

© 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights reserved. 

insult and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, and to be

haughty and intractable, 

when accidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur.

6. 

difficult to manage or mold

It opens 

the door to foreign influence and corruption, which finds a

facilitated access to the 

government itself through the channels of party passions.

7. 

make easier

[…] Antipathy in one nation against another disposes each more

readily to offer 
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insult and injury, to lay hold of slight causes of umbrage, and to

be haughty and intractable, 

when accidental or trifling occasions of dispute occur.

8. 

a feeling of anger caused by being offended
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9. 

set aside for the use of a particular person or party

intractable

facilitate

umbrage

reserved
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The West derives from the East supplies requisite to its growth and 

comfort, and, what is perhaps of still greater consequence, it must

of necessity owe the secure 

enjoyment of indispensable outlets for its own productions to the

weight, influence, and the 

future maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, directed

by an indissoluble 

community of interest as one nation.

10. 

incapable of being broken up

The West derives from the East supplies requisite to its growth and 

comfort, and, what is perhaps of still greater consequence, it must

of necessity owe the secure 

enjoyment of indispensable outlets for its own productions to the

weight, influence, and the 

future maritime strength of the Atlantic side of the Union, directed

by an indissoluble 

community of interest as one nation.

11. 

essential

For this you have every inducement of sympathy and interest.

12. 

a positive motivational influence

They serve to organize faction, to give it an 

artificial and extraordinary force; to put, in the place of the

delegated will of the nation the will 

of a party[.]

13. 

a dissenting clique

But the Constitution which at any time exists, till changed by an

explicit and 

authentic act of the whole people, is sacredly obligatory upon all.

14. 

required by compulsion or convention

indissoluble

indispensable

inducement

faction

obligatory
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The alternate domination of one faction over another, sharpened

by the spirit of revenge, 

natural to party dissension, […] is itself a frightful despotism.

15. 

dominance through threat of punishment and violence

...truth; as this is the point in your political fortress against which

the batteries of internal and external enemies will be most

constantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously)

directed, it is of infinite moment that you should properly estimate

the immense value of your national union to your collective and

individual happiness; that you should cherish a...

16. 

working or spreading in a hidden and usually injurious way

[…] 

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than that

permanent, inveterate 

antipathies against particular nations, and passionate attachments

for others, should be 

excluded; and that, in place of them, just and amicable feelings

towards all should be 

cultivated.

17. 

characterized by friendship and good will

[…] 

In the execution of such a plan, nothing is more essential than that

permanent, inveterate 

antipathies against particular nations, and passionate

attachments for others, should be 

excluded; and that, in place of them, just and amicable feelings

towards all should be 

cultivated.

18. 

a feeling of intense dislike

19. 

characterized by effort to the point of exhaustion

despotism

insidious

amicable

antipathy

arduous
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[…] 

The impressions with which I first undertook the arduous trust

were explained on the proper 

occasion.

[…] A 

fire not to be quenched, it demands a uniform vigilance to prevent

its bursting into a flame, 

lest, instead of warming, it should consume.

20. 

the process of paying close and continuous attention

[…] Respect for [this government’s] authority, compliance with its

laws, acquiescence in its 

measures, are duties enjoined by the fundamental maxims of true

liberty.

21. 

give instructions to or direct somebody to do something

[…] It 

will be worthy of a free, enlightened, and at no distant period, a

great nation, to give to 

mankind the magnanimous and too novel example of a people

always guided by an exalted 

justice and benevolence.

22. 

noble and generous in spirit

[…] The necessity of reciprocal checks in the exercise of political

power, by 

dividing and distributing it into different depositaries, and

constituting each the guardian of 

the public weal against invasions by the others, has been evinced

by experiments ancient and 
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modern; some of them in our country and under our own eyes.

23. 

give expression to

vigilance

enjoin

magnanimous

evince
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Sympathy for the favorite nation, facilitating the illusion of an

imaginary common interest in 

cases where no real common interest exists, and infusing into one

the enmities of the other, 

betrays the former into a participation in the quarrels and wars of

the latter without adequate 

inducement or justification.

24. 

a state of deep-seated ill-will

...much reflection, of no inconsiderable George Washington’s

Farewell Address [Abridged] © 2015 ReadWorks®, Inc. All rights

reserved. observation, and which appear to me all‐important to the

permanency of your felicity as a people.

25. 

pleasing and appropriate manner or style

...that they may now and then recur to moderate the fury of party

spirit, to warn against the mischiefs of foreign intrigue, to guard

against the impostures of pretended patriotism; this hope will be

a full recompense for the solicitude for your welfare, by which they

have been dictated.

26. 

love of country and willingness to sacrifice for it

enmity

felicity

patriotism
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