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Ever heard the phrase: “Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this 

continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are 

created equal”? It’s the opening of the Gettysburg Address, which President Abraham Lincoln 

delivered during the Civil War in 1863. That speech singlehandedly redefined how we Americans 

understood ourselves. Before it, Americans thought they were bound by the principles of the 1787 

Constitution. But at the time, the Constitution had been interpreted to permit slavery. To suspend 

the Constitution and abolish slavery, Lincoln needed an overriding justification. He turned to the 

Declaration of Independence, which states, “We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are 

created equal…” The Gettysburg Address was delivered in 1863. That date minus four score and 

seven years (i.e. 87 years) = 1776, not 1787. To save the Union, Lincoln assigned it a new start date. 

You have mastered our founding document—the declaration of independence from 

England—and you mastered the speech leading to it, Patrick Henry’s 1775 Liberty or Death. Soon 

we’ll read the Gettysburg Address, but first we need to win the Revolution. It’s December, 1776, 

and you are General George Washington. In August you lost New York City to the British, a 

humiliating defeat. Between September and December, 11,000 volunteer soldiers lost hope and 

deserted, returning to their families. Contracts for your other soldiers expire December 31. Without 

an upswing in morale, you will lose your army, and with it, the war. 

So you enlist Thomas Paine, a pro-Revolution writer. His last propaganda—Common Sense—

became the second most printed text in the colonies (second only to the Bible). Paine writes The 

Crisis, and you have it read aloud to your troops. The pamphlet works. Your galvanized soldiers 

sneak across the Delaware River on a pitch black Christmas night to surprise attack British 

mercenaries at Trenton, New Jersey. Your momentum carries you the following day to the Battle of 

Princeton, where you trounce the British army’s main general. 



 

Washington Crossing the Delaware 

Homework 

1) Read the abridged Crisis I handed out; circle words you do not know; write their definitions in 

your word log; write a concrete summary. 

2) Record in your notebook any of the following information not already therein. 

Rhetorical devices 

Epistrophe: the repetition of a word at the end of successive clauses or sentences 

e.g. “For no government is better than the men who compose it, and I want the best, and we need 
the best, and we deserve the best.”—John F. Kennedy 
 
Chiasmus: inversely repeating a clause 

e.g. “Charm is a woman’s strength, strength is a man’s charm.”—Havelock Ellis 

Disclaimer: I think this quotation is moronic. 

NB: Since the grammatical structure and wording differ between clauses, this is not an example of 

antimetabole. 

Antimetabole: form of chiasmus in which successive clauses repeat words in a transposed order 

e.g. “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.”—John F. 

Kennedy 

Colons & Dashes 

Colons are used: 
 
1. Before a list 



 
e.g. These are a few of my favorite things: raindrops on roses, whiskers on kittens, bright copper 
kettles, and warm woolen mittens. 
 
2. Before an explanation 
 
e.g. I talked to my teacher yesterday, and here’s what she said: I should stop by tomorrow before 
class to discuss the test. 
 
Colons must always follow a full sentence that can stand on its own as a complete thought. Unlike 
semicolons, however, they don’t have to be followed by one. 
 
Correct: These are the kinds of fruit I like: apples, bananas, and strawberries. 
Incorrect: I like: apples, bananas, and strawberries. 

Dashes are used: 
1. To indicate non-essential statements within a sentence 
Grammatically, they are identical to commas when used this way. 

Correct: Jennings—which is a very old school district—has many new buildings. 
 
2. Before a list, an explanation, or to create a deliberate pause in a sentence 
 
Grammatically, they are identical to colons when used this way 
 
Correct: I like these kinds of fruits—apples, bananas and strawberries. 

The following is optional reading, encouraged for CP 1-2 

CP 1-2 asked me when one would use an em-dash (i.e. what the rules above refer to when they say 

“dash”) vs. a hyphen or an en-dash. Here are some thoughts on this from an actual email 

conversation I had with two friends in college. 

tl;dr I changed my mind since I wrote the email below. Rich was basically correct. Em-dashes (—) 

should be used for parenthetical information and to conjoin independent clauses. En-dashes (–) join 

two nouns when they serve as an adjective (e.g. the Jennings–Normandy rivalry) and express range 

(e.g. the volleyball game was 4:00–6:00 pm). Hyphens join hyphenated words (e.g. brother-in-law). 

Rich Lizardo: 

This is probably better explained in print than in person. So here goes: 

 

The three types: 

1. Hyphens: - 

2. En-dashes: – 

3. Em-dashes: — 

 



(Btw, Dan, you were totally right about the spelling; I really ***** that up and was humbled.) 

 

1. You already know the correct use of these, so no further explanation necessary here. 

 

2. En-dashes are used for three reasons. The first (and most straightforward of the three) is to 

symbolize periods of time and therefore means "from X to/through Y." Examples: 

 

- I work on Fridays 2:30–4:30 p.m. (I work on Fridays from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.) 

- Over the summer, June–August, I visited the Bahamas. (Over the summer, from June through 

August, I visited the Bahamas.) 

- Bill Clinton (president, 1993–2001) remains active in politics. (Bill Clinton (president from 1993 to 

2001) remains active in politics.) 

- For Tuesday's class, please read The Communist Manifesto, pp. 20–89. (You get the point.) 

 

The second reason is to unify two entities used as adjectives. This one can get a little trickier. 

Examples: 

 

- U.S.–Cuban relations are entering into a new phase in their fraught history. 

- The Harvard–Yale game sucked; we lost 31–24. 

- Melissa and her dad have a renewed father–daughter relationship. 

 

A final reason for the en-dash is to replace the hyphen in complex compounds (often when there are 

other hyphens involved). I think this one's the most tricky (and pedantic). Examples: 

 

- Her ex–brother-in-law plays golf. 

- The Democratic–Republican Party approach is one of bickering. ("The Democratic-Republican 

Party approach is one of bickering" would mean something entirely different, referring to the 

historical political party of the early 19th Century.) 

 

3. For em-dashes, you pretty much know their use since they're pretty ubiquitous. There are two 

uses, one main one and another pedantic one. The main one, which can often substitute commas or 

parentheses depending on the style, is to offset ideas that are often appositives or parenthetical 

items. Example: 

 

- Rich—who, by the way, is awesome—thrives off of snobbish rules in different areas of life. 

 

The second reason is to attribute quotes. Example: 

 

- "I have a dream." —Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

One thing to note about em-dashes is that often they're not an available symbol in a given text-box 

(like on a phone). So two (not one) regular hyphens ought to be used in its place, and spaces on both 

sides are (unfortunately) acceptable, so the following two examples are fine: 



 

- Rich--who, by the way, is awesome--thrives... 

- Rich -- who, by the way, is awesome -- thrives... 

 

But you can usually find the code for the em-dash if you Google it. (So for my computer, I just need 

to type in "option + shift + hyphen.") What's weird is that the YDN does this annoying thing where 

they put spaces between actual em-dashes, which is just wrong. So the above sentence would appear 

as follows: 

 

- Rich — who, by the way, is awesome — thrives... 

 

That's just wrong. What's even more annoying is that the British use en-dashes with spaces in place 

of em-dashes, so: 

 

- Rich – who, by the way, is awesome – thrives... 
 

And my reply: 

Disclaimer: Rich knows this stuff better than I and is usually right. Moreover, I can't figure out how 

to type an em-dash on my Dell (or an en-dash outside of Word), which means I tend to blur usage. 

That said, I have two quibbles with Rich's distinctions. 

 

1) I have always used hyphens "to symbolize periods of time [, i.e.] from X to/through Y.'" I'll 

irreverently scribble "p. 33-35" or "June-July," and if I'm wrong, then I don't wanna be right. 

Fortunately, according to Wikipedia, I'm not wrong per se, just by APA standards. (Of course Rich 

would be a strict prescriptivist ...) I myself am an AMA man, because the AMA approves my 

hyphenated style and keeps me warm at night. 

 

2) I think en-dashes are acceptable substitutes for commas or parentheses, and like the British, I'm 

not offended by spaces around them. (White space helps de-clutter a sentence, signal a breath, or 

take a mental pause before the examples.) Again, Wikipedia's got my back on this: 

 

Like em dashes, en dashes can be used instead of colons or pairs of commas that mark off a nested 

clause or phrase. They can also be used around parenthetical expressions – such as this one – in 

place of the em dashes preferred by some publishers, particularly where short columns are used, 

since em dashes can look awkward at the end of a line. (See en dash versus em dash below.) In these 

situations, en dashes must have a single space on each side. 

 

Em-dashes are acceptable here, too, but I would use them mainly to interpose a thought. Consider 

this line from George Eliot's Middlemarch: “One morning, some weeks after her arrival at Lowick, 

Dorothea — but why always Dorothea?” Alternatively, I'd use them to conjoin two independent 

clauses. David Foster Wallace does this all the **** time. I just opened to a random page in The Pale 

King and found the following: "There was also wearing multiple layers that he could remove if he felt 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dash#En_dash_versus_em_dash


it coming on in a class, although removing layers could look weird if he was also coughing and 

feeling his glands — in his experience, sick people didn't normally remove layers." 

 

PS In writing this, I once again tried to figure out how to produce an en or em-dash on my laptop. I 

have somehow turned on overwrite and cannot turn it off. I hate everyone. 

PPS I know what you're thinking. I only got that em-dash above by copying it from a website. 


